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9th Annual Obscure Company Sit-A-Thon

Sample Fundraising Letters

Now that you have signed up to sit, it is time to tackle the most basic and effective method of fundraising: a letter to your friends and family.  Letters have a lot of great qualities.  They allow you to gather your thoughts and present important information to people in a concise and persuasive format.  If you aren't comfortable asking people for money face to face yet, letters are a good icebreaker to get your fundraising started and spark some future conversations.  In order to help you craft an effective letter, we will list some samples of letters our staff members have written to donors over the years.  They have different lengths, tones, and audiences, but they were all very effective.  Feel free to copy, modify, or just use them for inspiration.  We hope your letter or e-mail campaign is wildly successful!

Sample Letter #1

Sponsor me for the Obscure Company's Annual Charity Sit-A-Thon, happening August 22nd! 

Your donations will help fund the American Cancer Society's Camp Hope for youth who are struggling with cancer. Follow the link to either donate now via JustGive.org or fill out the form and be billed after the event! 

The Obscure Company is an official 501(c)3 company and I thank you for your support! 

http://sitathon.obscurecompany.com
xoxo

Vanessa

Sample Letter #2

Dearest Friends and Family,

Sorry for the big impersonal mass mailing, but you know I only do this for something important.  This summer, I will once again be participating in the Obscure Company Sit-A-Thon, benefiting Camp Hope.  For those of you who aren’t familiar with Camp Hope, it is a summer camp for children diagnosed with cancer.  The camp is free of charge for every one of the over 100 campers that attend Camp Hope annually.  The kids participate in canoeing, arts and crafts, campfires, dances… everything we remember from our own summer camp experiences.

A couple years ago I had the privilege of visiting the camp for their closing ceremonies and talent show.  I can not overstate how impressed I was.  The staff and counselors are fantastic, and the facilities at Camp Aldersgate are top notch, but the real eye-opener is the kids themselves.   Many people recover fully from cancer, but many others do not, and the campers represent the entire spectrum of treatment and recovery from this brutal disease.  What I found shockingly refreshing was how every camper cheered and supported every other kid.  There wasn’t a hint of the teasing or snickers that we’ve all grown accustomed to when kids encounter someone who is different.  I am sure you can imagine how critical it is for a child going through this traumatic experience to have a place where all your friends understand, where you can just be a kid and not “a kid with cancer”.

Camp Hope has a pediatric nurse on staff to handle all the day-to-day medical needs, and a pediatric oncologist on call at all times if necessary.  As you can imagine, the cost of running an operation like this is not insignificant, and that is why your support is so critical.  It costs $700 to send one child to Camp Hope for the week.  In many ways, that $700 can be as important to these kids’ recovery as any of their medical treatments.  

For the last three years, the Obscure Company has raised over $5,000 annually for Camp Hope at their Sit-A-Thon.  A Sit-A-Thon is just like a Walk-A-Thon, except the participants pledge to sit continuously for 10 hours (with the occasional restroom break).  I would be honored and grateful if you would consider sponsoring my efforts to raise money for this fantastic cause.  You can make a pledge simply by e-mailing me back, or go to sitathon.obscurecompany.com where you can donate via JustGive.  

Thank you for considering Camp Hope as part of your charitable contributions.  I hope all of you are well, and appreciate your continued support.

Sincerely,






Tom Douglass






President, The Obscure Company






Sample Letter #3


Hi Folks,


Sorry about the mass email, I don’t do this often but hopefully you’ll read at least a little bit!  The Obscure Company Sit-A-Thon to benefit Camp Hope is coming up in September, and I’ll be sitting for sponsorships.  For those of you who don’t know (or want a refresher), Camp Hope is a summer camp for children diagnosed with cancer.  The camp is free of charge for every one of the over 100 campers that attend Camp Hope annually.  The kids participate in canoeing, arts and crafts, campfires, dances… everything we remember from our own summer camp experiences.  It costs $700 a child to send over 100 kids to camp for the week and give them a chance to have a place where all your friends understand, where you can just be a kid and not “a kid with cancer”.


A Sit-A-Thon is a challenge in stationary fund raising that operates similar to a Walk-A-Thon, Skip-A-Thon or any other –A-Thon you can think of.  Participants pledge to sit on couches and other implements of knee-bending for 10 hours (with occasional bathroom breaks) for sponsorships.  If you’ve ever spent any extended time in a chair you can understand the challenges of self-entertainment, but through board and trivia games, good books, good company and a knowledge that we are supporting a great cause we make it through!

So I’m writing to ask for your generosity in sponsoring me in our 8th annual Sit-A-Thon. Over the past three years we’ve donated $18000.00 to Camp Hope, and we’re hoping to keep increasing our donations as we have done the past three years.  Every little bit helps and I hope you’ll support me in this cause.  You can visit www.sitathon.obscurecompany.com for more information on the event and on how to donate, or you can just email me back with your pledge.  Or if you’d like to participate in sitting and raising donations this year, sign up to sit with us!  The more the merrier.

Thank you for considering Camp Hope and The Obscure Company as part of your charitable contributions.  I hope all of you are well, and appreciate your continued support.


Sincerely,



John Colwell



Sample Letter #4

Hello Friend,

To make this all more easily skimmable I have put most of the key points in BIG OL' LETTERS for your reference

So, I help run a charity organization back home with my brother and a few of my friends, and our largest annual fundraiser is tomorrow, which is being held to benefit a summer camp for kids with cancer.  I am writing to ask for donations, and have included a bunch of details about our event below.  I have also included a contest.  There is also a $15 MAXIMUM DONATION suggested limit I am imposing, so no pressure to be Mr. or Ms. Moneybags. (plus it is completely tax deductible)

THE CAUSE:

Camp Hope is a week long SUMMER CAMP program in Rhode Island offered at no cost to CHILDREN ages 8-17 who are suffering from CANCER.  They have a sleep-away camp with a full volunteer medical staff, and do an AWESOME job of giving this opportunity to a lot of kids who otherwise wouldn't be able to.  "If being a non-profit organization is cool, call me MILES DAVIS." -Camp Hope

THE EVENT:

2006 Obscure Company SIT-A-THON.  The event works much in the same vein as a walk-a-thon, in a sense of gathering sponsorship for a task completed, only our task is sitting.  This is our 9th annual

Sit-a-Thon, which has been doubling in size nearly every year we have done it, and we are hoping to double our fundraising from the $3600 we gave to the AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY last year.

Some have called our event an "excellent HOMAGE to the sit-in movements of the late 60's" - My Mom , or "I am glad all you young SOB's have found some way to do something positive in this world.

Kids nowadays, when I was your age I had to shovel 500 pounds of…" - Un-named male of the baby-boomer generation.

THE COMPANY:

The Obscure Company is a non-profit that I am on the Board of Directors of which was started by a few close friends of mine back home.  We do a handful of events every year, and have been working to

raise money for local charities, and tend to give the majority of our funds to cancer-based initiatives, as all of us involved have had cancer affect our lives and loved ones waaaaaaay too much.  Just this

year we received our OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT STATUS as a non-profit organization, and as a result, all donations we receive are FULLY TAX DEDUCTABLE for those who donate.

More information on our organization, which rules, is here:

www.obscurecompany.com

DONATING:

I would absolutely love anything that anyone could spare to help these kids out.  We have made DONATING as easy as we possibly could, and whatever you would like to do: PayPal, check, give me SHEEP to barter for additional supplies, whatever, we can swing it.  I am putting up a suggested donation ceiling of $15 so no one feels pressured to give too much.  Should generosity take you though, and you would like to donate more, I fully encourage that, but only under a given pseudonym such as Kilgore Trout, Silence Dogood, Tony Clifton, or Ron Mexico.

A link to our PAYPAL Donation form is Here:

http://www.obscurecompany.com/donatesitter.htm

If you would like to donate by cash or check, there is a pledge form

on the above link as well ^^^^^, or you can write me back and let me

know, and I will gladly come pick it up and buy you a beer.  We are

accepting donations for a while even though the event is this weekend,

so no rush on checks today or anything :).

Mad love to all'a'ya'll,

- bob

